
 

 

 

 

June 2, 2022 

 

VIA E-MAIL  

 

 

Stephanie Munoz, Executive Director 

American Board of Vocational Experts 

3121 Park Avenue, Suite C 

Soquel, California 95073 

 

RE: Merry Reidenbach 

 Diplomate Status Expired 
  

   

Dear Ms. Munoz: 

 

INTENT:  I am requesting the board's review of the extenuating circumstances that led to the expiration of this writer's 

Diplomate status.  

 

BACKGROUND:  After receiving a Bachelor's Degree in Education, this writer received a Master's Degree in Rehabilitation 

Counseling and has practiced continuously for the past 50 years in Vocational Rehabilitation, practicing more specifically within 

the private sector for the past 40 years. 

 

During the formative years of ABVE, this writer worked with Tim Fields; Paul Deutsch; Ken Anchor, Ph.D.; David Stein; Scott 

Streeter; Claude Peacock as NARPPS came into being. Ken Anchor had organized the American College of Vocational Experts. 

This writer attended quarterly meetings for approximately two years. 

 

This writer has worked extensively within the forensic sector of Vocational Evaluations and Workers' Compensation since 1979. 

Being a recipient of a World Health Organization grant in Rehabilitation Services allowed this writer to organize and establish 

the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia's first school for developmentally disabled children. This writer's forensic practice continued 

uninterrupted during this two-year period. As President of Disability Management Consultants, Inc., since 1989, this writer has 

been employed full time within the field of Forensic Evaluations and Vocational Economics and Disability Management. 

 

DISCOSURE:  I have attached the original Diplomate Certificate received along with my CVE from 1984. In the 1980s, ABVE 

had not established CEU requirements. However, my CRC was maintained continuously from 1974 to 2021. I asked CRC for a 

continuance after returning from overseas to complete the continuing certification for my CRC. I recently prepared a renewal 

packet for both CRC and CDMS and asked my assistant to forward them to the respective organizations. Unfortunately, they 

were mailed in the same envelope to CDMS. I have contacted this organization's professional office and, unfortunately, they are 

not as well-organized as ABVE. They are a complete volunteer organization that work only part time. I am trying my best to 

reconstruct my renewal CEUs that I would make available to ABVE as well.  

 
As for ABVE, I brought my membership current, attended the annual meeting, applied for the IPEC, and took the recent 

certifying examination. Diplomate status is more reflective of my current professional practice. I have obtained copies of all of 

my course work at the University of Florida. These are available upon request. 

 

OBJECTIVE:  I am asking the Board to consider reviewing my Diplomate status in consideration of my 50-plus years of direct 

work in the field of Vocational Rehabilitation and, more specifically, 40-plus years within Forensic Rehabilitation. 

 

I am currently working full time. My entire "earned income" is from my Forensic Practice. I testify frequently, and the Diplomate 

status, along with my CRC, is the cornerstone of professional acknowledgment and expertise within the court system. I plan to 

continue working for the next two years and thereafter request the "Emeritus" status. I have been advised that, in order to request 

this status, an individual must have obtained and maintained the Diplomate status.  

 



Stephanie Munoz, Executive Director 

American Board of Vocational Experts 

June 2, 2022 
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Disability Management Consultants, Inc.  Letter – Diplomate Status (02/02/2022) 

SUMMARY 
 

ABVE has proven to be one of two recognized certifying bodies that have maintained excellence and obtained recognition within our given field. 

Currently, ABVE has demonstrated excellence and a commitment to the growth of the professional practice and organization. I was extremely 

pleased with the recent annual meeting in Tampa. The program was excellent in large part due to the coordination of the organization's 

administrative staff. 

 

I have attached a copy of my original Diplomate Certification and CVE.  

 

Please advise of your decision upon review. I am hopeful my years of experience along with my proof of former Diplomate status will serve to 

satisfy the ABVE requirements and not require that I retake the Diplomate test. I look forward to your review and the Board's decision. 

 

Most sincerely,  

, 

 

Dr. Merry Reidenbach,EdD,MRC,ABDA, CDMS, LMHC-4227 
 American Board of Vocational Experts 

 Diplomate: American Board of Disability Analysts 

 Certified Disability Management Specialist 

** Licensed Mental Health Counselor #MH0004227 

** President/Director of Rehabilitation 

 

 

Attachments: 

 

ABVE Certification 

CVE Certification 

CRC Certification 

Master's Degree 

List of Professional Associates 

 

 

 

MAR/tm 

 











 

 

 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATES 
 

 

Tim Fields and Roger Week – Worked with both on research in the 1980s. 

 

Paul Deutsch, close professional peer – Attended graduate program together and conferenced frequently 

on professional publications. 

 

"American College of Vocational Experts," brain child of Ken Anchor, Ph.D. – Attended for two years 

with David Stein, Scott Streeter, and Claude Peacock. 

 

Ron Spitznagel – Worked directly with him in V.R. in Florida. 

 

Joe Havranek – Participated in review of publications. 

 


