
Job Opportunities for All Abilities
• Ms. Jo’el Roth, MS, CRC

Certified Rehabilitation Counselor

• Global Connections to Employment (GCE)
jroth.crc@gmail.com

• 619-992-0871

Slide showing computer keyboard, glasses, cell phone and coffee cup on a black and white background
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Introductions

• Who am I ?

• Who else is here?

Slide showing drawings of men and women standing in a  circle around a world map on a purple background.



What we will talk about

Job Opportunities for all

 Introductions

 Why we are all here: the ADA 

 What is disability?

 Person First Language

 Disability and Employment

 Ability One / Source America Programs

Slide shows white man, with short brown hair, wearing glasses, and  using a power wheelchair - mounted shopping cart in a supermarket



-

Was an American author, attorney, and disability rights activist. 
She had a neuromuscular disease and used a motorized wheelchair for mobility.

“My fight has been for accommodation:
the world to me, and me to the world”

 Harriet McBryde Johnson 
(July 8, 1957 – June 4, 2008) 

Pictures are of book covers: Crip Camp, with photo of a young white woman sitting in a wheelchair with a young man of color standing behind her, on a dirt road; Too late to die young, 

with a photo of a young woman with tan skin and long black hair sitting in a wheelchair;

Accidents of Nature, which a drawing of a yellow ovals, and Being Human, with a brown tone photo of a woman with short brown hair sitting in a wheelchair.



“Nothing About us Without Us”: 

Inclusion and Representation:

Disability Rights Agitators and Protestors 

fought for the ADA and Community Inclusion for ALL

The ADA 

passes in 1990

The Fight for the ADA

Photo of an old newspaper picture of two people sitting 

in wheelchairs blocking the path of a city bus, with two 

men in suits walking past them.



Getting there when using Mobility Devices.

“…I like to get into a building at the front, 
with everybody else…” 

- Itzhak Perlman

Denver, CO Stock Show Building

Photo of a white man, wearing shorts, with his chin resting on his hand, sitting in a wheelchair, looking at a set of steps leading down into another area.

Photo of man sitting and playing the violin.



What is disability?

Slide showing the universal symbol for wheelchair, sign language, a person using a white cane, and hearing device, placed over a yellow and orange designed background.

“A physical or mental condition that limits a person's 

movements, senses, or activities. “



Disability Statistics: A Moving Target

Center for Disease Control and Prevention

 As per the 2010 Affordable Care Act, Section 4302, 

the Secretary of the US Dept. of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

Question for data collection on Disability Status.  

1. Are you deaf, or do you have a serious difficulty hearing? Yes/No

2. Are you blind, or do you have a serious difficulty seeing, even when wearing glasses? 

Yes/No

3. Because of a physical, mental or emotional condition, do you have serious difficulty 

concentrating, remembering, or making decisions? (5 years old and above). Yes/No

4. Do you have serious difficulty walking or climbing stairs? (5 years old and above) Yes/No

5. Do you have difficulty dressing or bathing? (5 years of age and above). Yes/No.

6. Because of a physical, mental or emotional condition, do you have difficulty doing errands 

alone such as visiting a doctor’s office or shopping? (15 years of age and older). Yes/No.

Slide showing red pencil checking off checkmarts on a list
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(Varied numbers) Approx. 61 million adults live with a disability:       

Percentage of adults  living with functional disability types in the United States     (CDC, 2017)

26% of Adults in the US live with some type of Disability, One in 4

Slide showing a graph showing percentages of individuals with vision, hearing, cognitive, mobility and independence differences, that includes the 
international symbols of a person using a white cane, ASL, cognitive differences, and the new universal symbol for wheelchair use.





Person-First, 

Respectful, 

Inclusive 

Language

Slide showing a drawing of a person standing at the opening to a maze, drawn in black and white



Words Matter:
How do we Identify?

Slide showing a wall covered with sticky notes  in pink, purple, blue, yellow, green and white.



Aged  Older  Mature Adult 
Experienced Wise Weathered
Senile  Adult Senior Elder Elderly
Third-Age  Matronly  Venerable
Timeworn  Antiquated  Old Enuf
Knowledgeable Experienced







Words Matter:

The Language of Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion

How do we see each other ?

How do we name each other ?
Slide showing a photo taken from the viewpoint of somebody facing many 

photographers taking flash photos: the photographers all seem to be 

wearing blue shirts, and all of the  camera lights are flashing.



CNN, December 30, 2020

Photo of three individuals wearing masks and face shields 

on CNN during a news story about COVID Vaccine distribution.



We “Use a Wheelchair for Mobility”

We Are Not “Wheelchair Bound” ! !

We Are Not “Confined to a Wheelchair !

Ms. Ali Stoker, Actor, Singer, 

Tony Winner, 

in The Musical, Oklahoma

Ms. Amanda Boxtel: Dir,
Bridging Bionics Foundation,

CNN Heroes, 2018

Photo of a white man sitting and playing the guitar, a person with long blond hair sitting next to him playing the banjo, a woman wearing a blue 

dress sitting next to them playing a violing, and a person playing the base fiddle, all surrounding a white lady with blond hair, wearing a brown

fringe jacket and blue jeans, sitting a wheelchair and singing: they are all on a stage during a performance at the Tony Awards.

Wheel Chair Dance



Disability And Employment / Unemployment

Photo of a man with short, grey, hair, wearing a cream colored jacket, sitting at the counter in a restaurant looking at a

Tablet computer. Behind him are others sitting at tables, surrounded by windows.



US Bureau of Labor Statistics………. Disability and Unemployment

Data Reported March 2, 2020, on website
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Shadow drawing of profiles of many 

people in many colors.



Accommodations for individuals with

Musculoskeletal and Mobility Differences

 Everyone can have changing needs at different times

 Ramp accessible workplace

 Adaptive workstations as needed, 

Adjustable Desks, Seats, Assistive Technology

 Adjustable lighting and circulation 

at the workstation as needed

 Adapted Work Tasks to each Team Member’s Ability 

 Availability of Mobility Assistance Devices

 Ability to take breaks and rest as needed

 Ability to avoid climbing ladders, 

walk up steep slopes, etc.

 Ability to work away from any 

steep drop offs at the work sight

Illinois Senator Tammy Duckworth, 

First Female Soldier wounded during the War in Iraq,

Shot down in the helicopter she was piloting

Awarded the Purple Heart

Photo of a woman of color sitting in wheelchair. The woman has two metal prosthetic foot and legs. She has a child sitting in her lap: woman has long, brown hair, is holding the wheels, and smiling at the 

child; the child has short brown hair, wearing a yello dress, and they are surrounded by other people, smiling.



13.7% Total Population

5.9% Total Population

10.8 % Total Population

4.6 % Total Population

6.8% Total Population

3.7%

Shadow drawing of profiles of many 

people in many colors.



Previously:   Associate Director, 
White House Office of Public Engagement 
for President Obama

• Firsts:
• First Deaf Person to work at the White House

• First Deaf, Black, Female Attorney in the US

• First deaf student to graduate from the 
American University's Washington College of Law.Ms. Claudia Gordon, Esq.

US Dept of Labor

Office of Federal Contract 

Compliance Programs 
Photo of a woman of color with short, cropped hair style, wearing a white 

dress and black bead necklace, speaking to a group..



Can I see the ASL Interpreter?

Please maintain eye contact with me.

*  Please try to limit interruptions, cross talking, flashing lights, 

*  Background noises (plumbing, slamming doors).

*  If showing a video, captioning would be ideal.

Claudia Gordon at White House Meeting



13.7% Total Population

5.9% Total Population

10.8 % Total Population

4.6 % Total Population

6.8% Total Population

3.7%

Shadow drawing of profiles of many 

people in many colors.



Photo showing a young white man wearing a white sweatshirt, his

father standing behind him holding his shoulders, wearing a black shirt. 
Photo showing a man’s feet wearing black shoes and socks 

that have drawings of books on them.

John’s Crazy Socks, worn by 
Pres. George H.W. Bush, 
41st President of the US

Photo showing President Bush the elder 

sitting in a wheelchair, with President 

Clinton leaning over and pointing to the 

socks that Pres Bush is wearing.



Workplace Accommodations for 

Individuals with a Variety of Developmental Limitations

 Provide a safe, accepting, welcoming workplace

 Accommodations specific to the individual,

the job tasks and work environment

 Workplace culture of patience, 

kindness, mutual support

 More frequent assistance throughout the shift

 More reminders and hands-on demonstrations

 Assistance from coworkers 

 Reminder lists, pictures of tasks and equipment

 Information provided slowly, simply, 

patiently, repeatedly

 Ability to speak with leadership 

in a safe environment

Photo of a white woman wearing a blue shirt, apron and 

cap, arranging salads in containers, and a man of color 

standing next to her, in the same outfit, preparing salads 

in a kitchen



13.7% Total Population

5.9% Total Population

10.8 % Total Population

4.6 % Total Population

6.8% Total Population

3.7%

Shadow drawing of profiles of many 

people in many colors.



Mr. Cyrus Habib,

Past Lt. Governor

of Washington State

Photo showing a man wearing glasses and a dark suit, 

standing at a podium holding a gavel.



Accommodations  For 

Vision Differences:

4.6% of Population, 21.5 % of PWD Employed

 Availability of Large Print 
Instructions/Labels

 Documents with large print, or 
yellow backgrounds for low vision

 Assistance with path of travel at 
the work site

 Appropriate software for 
computer screen reading

 Work in areas away from steep 
drops, loading docks, etc.

 Availability of Braille Equipment, 
Portable Magnifiers to read labels, 
etc.

Orcam wearable voice guide

Sullivan Voice Guide App

Magnifiers



Pause for Questions (bio-break)

Next: The Ethics of
Language

Slide showing a blurred photo of city lights, with a light skinned hand holding a magnifying glass that shows a clear vision of a brightly lit city street



 Ability One / Source America

 Global Connections to Employment

 Lighthouse for the Blind/AB1

Federal Employment Programs 

for Individuals with Disabilities

Blurred photo of a busy highway’s car lights at night



Historic portraits of an elder white woman, and two elder white gentlemen.



Oregon Based AB1 Contracts

Some AB1 Contracts in Washington

Relay Resources

Lighthouse for the Blind

Base Supply Centers



 Ph
• WWW.GCE.ORG

• Global Connections to Employment

• GCE is the non-profit division of

Lakeview Center / Baptist Health Care, Pensacola, FL

Projects Nationwide: 

• Medical Records Trainers, IT Careers,

• Project Managers, Food Service, Janitorial, 

Building Maintenance 

Photos of: a woman of color wearing a black shirt, standing in a food service area, smiling; two white men wearing suits sitting at a table: a 

white man sitting in the back of a van smiling, wearing a blue jacket, surrounded by work supplies; a group photo of many employees 

wearing white, camo, blue and red uniforms in front of Courage Inn.

http://www.gce.org/


Dining Facility Attendant : $15.20 / hr.

Shift Leader : $16.85 / hr.
Flexible Schedules

Dining Facility Attendant

Joint Base Lewis McChord

JBLM

Apply at www.GCE.org

Photo of man wearing green outfit leaning down, 

sweeping under a silver stove in a kitchen area

Photo of a man standing on a ladder reaching 

overhead to clean the top of an oven hood

Photo of a man wearing blue PPE Gloves and apron and a 

white shirt, and face protector, sweeping behind an oven 



(EHR)
Electronic Health Records Trainer

Opportunities Nationwide, 
Professional Pay Scale

Upward Mobility
Relocation Assistance

Apply at www.gce.org 

Abstract drawing of medical 

computers and medical staff



Discussion

Photo of an audience full of people, seen from behind, all looking at a stage



Lighthouse for the Blind

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WtmGE...

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WtmGEqOoxjE&t=0s


Lighthouse for the Blind

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WtmGE...

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WtmGEqOoxjE&t=0s

